
Having learned lots of lessons from his f irst build,
Nick Holmes-Mackie set about constructing a proper

his is my second pond. The last one
was much larger, but it wasn't a Koi
pond - it was a rock-edged 'hole in

the ground' l iner pond without any provision
for water management lt was a nightmare
to maintain and plagued by blanketweed,
and although I loved it, I hated the fact that
it hadn't been well thought through.

I put a lot of effort into planning my
second project and it made all the
difference. First of all, I read through
hundreds of screens of builds on the forum
and learned a great deal from them. I then
designed the pond as part of a garden
makeover using Google SketchUp, which
was absolutely invaluable because it
showed what the pond would look l ike in
the garden.

The resulting pond is block-built and
accommodates a slight slope in the land,
as it 's level with the ground on the 'uphil l '

side, but with a low wall on the other, We
finished the pond in November and

92 Koi )uly 2012

over-wintered 10 two-year-old Koi from New
Forest Koi in it. We're really pleased with
the outcome and I even set uo a website to
outline the details of the build: www.
tentonpond. holmes-mackie.co.uk.

Digging the d i r t
Excavation was straightforward, as it
involved using a mini-digger and putting
the waste into a skip. We levelled the top
part of the garden to give two distinct levels
with decking and an oak-framed gazebo.
We also created a soak-away below the
pond so that f i l ter cleaning would be
simple. The hole seemed enormous,
especially as it had to include the fi l ter
area at full depth to accommodate the
bottom drain.

Once we'd installed the bottom drain and
laid the concrete base, work started on the
pond walls. At the same time, foundation
blocks were laid for the gazebo structure so
that it could be erected. This was a maior
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